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Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the Issue Fee. 

In the abstract: 

Replace the Abstract of record by the Abstract attached hereto. 

COMMENTS 
Abstract 

The abstract was amended by an examiner's amendment so as to reduce the 
size or it. An abstract should be limited to no more than 150 words, as pursuant to 
MPEP§ 608.01(b) 

Reasons For Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the 
independent claims define the method joining two upholstery panels to each other. The 
first and second panels, each comprise a panel with a laterally offset backing and 
exterior layers. The first panel is placed adjacent the second and stitched inboard of the 
longitudinal edges and parallel thereto. Portions of the panels beyond the outboard 
stitching line are folded against respective inboard panel portion and the layers are 
stitched. Wherein the exterior layers are laterally offset, thereby imparting a regular 
contour to the exterior layer and inboard of the stitching line. The dependent claims 
further limit the method defined in the independent claims. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Pertinent Citations 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ashton illustrates a method of sewing two upholstery panels 
where a first line of stitching is formed and the panels folded back and a backing and 
strip of material is sewn to the panels. Abrose illustrates upholstery including a panel 
with an edging strip sewn thereto. Wirt illustrates a welt seam including first and second 
panels wit a welt strip sewn therebetween. Ochiai illustrates panels including sipper 
panels sewn thereto offset to the free edges of the panels. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (571) 272-4983. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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Abstract 

A process for joining adjacent panels of plural layered upholstery, including the 
steps of adjacently positioning first and second panels, each having an offset backing 
and exterior layers, and substantially aligning longitudinal peripheries of the first and 
second panels. Stitching the panels together along a first stitching line positioned 
inboard of the longitudinal peripheries and substantially parallel thereto, and stitching 
portions of the first and second panels outboard of the first stitching line to an inboard 
portion of one or more of the panels along at least a second stitching line. In a 
preferred embodiment, the exterior layer In the first panel is offset laterally relative to the 
backing layer in an inboard direction, wherein the lateral offset imparts a substantially 
regular contour to portions of the exterior layer proximate the first stitching line and 
inboard thereof. 


